CROMWELL,  LORD  PROTECTOR
conspicuous credit in some preliminary skirmishes,
he was successively promoted Colonel and Lieutenant-
General.
When, at the battle of Mars ton Moor, which was fought
on the 2nd July, 1644, the Puritan army came into
conflict with the Royal troops, it was Cromwell and the
two thousand five hundred men under his command,
who formed its right wing.
The left and the centre were driven in, and Charles's
troops were already raising the paean of victory, when
Cromwell and his men launched a counter-attack and
completely reversed the fortunes of the day. It was from
then onward that his men became known as 'Ironsides'
and so greatly grew their fame that their very presence
on the battlefield was regarded as a sure guarantee of
victory for their side.
During a whole year of unbroken successes for the
Parliamentary forces, Cromwell's reputation as a mili-
tary leader continued to increase. Parliament appointed
him to the supreme command of the cavalry arm and
Cromwell fully justified the confidence thus placed in
him, by inflicting a crushing defeat on the Royal troops
at Naseby on the 12th June, 1645.
Thus the first Civil War ended in a decisive victory
for the Parliamentary forces. They owed their triumph
to Cromwell.
For three years, both at Westminster and with the
Army, he strove unceasingly to stir up hatred against
Charles. It was his constant endeavour to kindle anew
the flames of civil war, so that he might get Charles
into his power, for he knew well enough that, if Charles
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